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1
HISTORY OF READING POSITIONS IN
EBOOKS

TECHNICAL FIELD

This disclosure generally relates to eBooks, and in par-
ticular to navigation within eBooks.

BACKGROUND

While reading electronic books (eBooks), readers often
navigate to positions within an eBook that are distant from
their current reading position. In existing eBook applica-
tions, it is difficult for readers to navigate between these
distant positions and their current reading position. Although
many eBooks contain a table of contents, further navigation
on the part of the reader is often required to navigate to the
desired position and back to their current reading position.
If the reader has sufficient foresight, some eBook applica-
tions allow the reader to create a bookmark before they
navigate to another position within the book. However,
creating bookmarks does not handle the frequently-occur-
ring situation where a reader navigates to a distant position
within the eBook before creating a bookmark.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A user device for presenting eBooks generates a naviga-
tion history that allows a user to easily navigate to previ-
ously accessed positions within the eBook. The navigation
history can be stored on an eBook server and shared with
other user devices used by the same user. The navigation
history may be generated by receiving actions regarding
navigation within the eBook, an action navigating from a
current reading position within the eBook to a corresponding
navigation position in the eBook; filtering the received
actions and the corresponding navigation positions to pro-
duce a filtered list of navigation positions; storing the filtered
list of navigation positions in a navigation history; present-
ing the navigation history to the user; receiving a request
from the user to navigate to a selected one of the navigation
positions from the navigation history; and presenting a
portion of the eBook at the selected navigation position.

The features and advantages described in the specification
are not all inclusive and, in particular, many additional
features and advantages will be apparent to one of ordinary
skill in the art in view of the drawings, specification, and
claims. Moreover, it should be noted that the language used
in the specification has been principally selected for read-
ability and instructional purposes, and may not have been
selected to delineate or circumscribe the disclosed subject
matter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a high-level block diagram of a computing
environment according to one embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 2 is a high-level block diagram illustrating an
example of a computer for use in the computing environ-
ment shown in FIG. 1 according to one embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 3 is a high-level block diagram illustrating an eBook
module within a user device shown in FIG. 1 according to
one embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram illustrating a process for pro-
viding a navigation history, according to one embodiment of
the invention.
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2
DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The figures and the following description describe certain
embodiments by way of illustration only. One skilled in the
art will readily recognize from the following description that
alternative embodiments of the structures and methods illus-
trated herein may be employed without departing from the
principles described herein. Reference will now be made in
detail to several embodiments, examples of which are illus-
trated in the accompanying figures. It is noted that wherever
practicable similar or like reference numbers may be used in
the figures and may indicate similar or like functionality.
System Environment

FIG. 1 is a high-level block diagram that illustrates a
computing environment according to one embodiment of the
invention. The computing environment 100 includes a
eBook source 110, an eBook server 120, and a user device
130 coupled through a network 140. For clarity, FIG. 1
illustrates only a single instance of each component of the
computing environment 100, but those of skill in the art will
recognize that multiple instances of each of these may be
present.

The eBook source 110 is a computer system configured to
store and transmit data representing electronic books (e.g.,
books in a machine readable format). The exact format used
may vary by implementation. Examples of eBook formats
include Electronic Publication (EPUB), Hypertext Markup
Language (HTML), and PORTABLE DOCUMENT FOR-
MAT (PDF).

The user device 130 is a computing device that presents
eBooks to a user. The user device 130 can be a dedicated
eBook reader, or another general or specific-purpose com-
puting device such as a smart phone, tablet, notebook, or
desktop computer. The user device 130 includes an eBook
module 135 that presents the eBook and provides an inter-
face for user interaction with the eBook. The eBook module
135 can be a standalone application or integrated into
operating systems, web browsers or other software execut-
ing on the user device 130.

Additionally, the eBook module 135 generates a history of
the user’s navigations to positions within an eBook. The
navigation history includes a list of navigation positions
within the eBook that have been accessed by the user
through the interface. The navigation history is generated
automatically responsive to receipt of navigation actions at
the interface to navigate to navigation positions within the
eBook. In conjunction with the interface, the eBook module
135 presents the navigation history to the user, so that the
user may quickly navigate to previously accessed navigation
positions. In one embodiment, navigation histories are gen-
erated separately for each user and eBook, and may also be
created separately for each reading session. The eBook
module 135 allows for quick and convenient navigation
throughout the eBook based on the user’s own navigation
history.

The eBook module 135 is also configured to send and
retrieve a user’s navigation history for an eBook from the
eBook server 120. In one embodiment, the user device 130
retrieves both the eBook and the user’s navigation history
for an eBook from the eBook server 120. In another embodi-
ment, eBook is retrieved from the eBook source 110, and the
navigation history is retrieved from the eBook server 120.

The eBook Server 120 receives and provides previously
generated navigation histories to user devices 130. The
eBook server 120 includes a history module 125 that stores
navigation histories in a database (not shown) indexed by
user and eBook. The history module 125 further provides the
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navigation history to a requesting user device 130. By
storing navigation histories on a server 120 separate from a
user device 130, the eBook server 120 allows a user to
access their navigation history for an eBook across multiple
user devices 130. For example, if the user owns a tablet
computer and a smart phone, they can conduct a first reading
session of an eBook on the tablet, and then conduct a second
reading session of the same eBook on the smart phone, and
still be able to access and make use of a single navigation
history for the eBook that encompasses both reading ses-
sions.

In situations in which the systems discussed here collect
personal information about users, or may make use of
personal information, such as the navigation history, the user
may be provided with an opportunity to control whether
programs or features collect user information (e.g., infor-
mation about a user’s navigation history within an eBook),
or to control whether and/or how to receive content from the
eBook server 120 (e.g., a previously generated navigation
history). In addition, certain data may be treated in one or
more ways before it is stored or used, so that personally
identifiable information is removed. For example, a user’s
identity may be treated so that no personally identifiable
information can be determined for the user, or a user’s
geographic position may be generalized where position
information is obtained (such as to a city, ZIP code, or state
level), so that a particular position of a user cannot be
determined. Thus, the user may have control over how
information about the user is collected and distributed by the
eBook server 120.

The network 140 is typically the Internet, but can be any
network, including but not limited to any combination of a
LAN, a MAN, a WAN, a mobile, a wired or wireless
network, a private network, or a virtual private network. The
eBook server 120 and user device 130 are connected to the
network 140 through network interfaces.

Computer Architecture

The entities shown in FIG. 1 are implemented using one
or more computers. FIG. 2 is a high-level block diagram
illustrating an example computer 200. The computer 200
includes at least one processor 202 coupled to a chipset 204.
The chipset 204 includes a memory controller hub 220 and
an input/output (I/O) controller hub 222. A memory 206 and
a graphics adapter 212 are coupled to the memory controller
hub 220, and a present 218 is coupled to the graphics adapter
212. A storage device 208, keyboard 210, pointing device
214, and network adapter 216 are coupled to the I/O
controller hub 222. Other embodiments of the computer 200
have different architectures.

The storage device 208 is a non-transitory computer-
readable storage medium such as a hard drive, compact disk
read-only memory (CD-ROM), DVD, or a solid-state
memory device. The memory 206 holds instructions and
data used by the processor 202. The pointing device 214 is
a mouse, track ball, or other type of pointing device, and is
used in combination with the keyboard 210 to input data into
the computer system 200. The graphics adapter 212 presents
images and other information on the present 218. The
network adapter 216 couples the computer system 200 to
one or more computer networks.

The computer 200 is adapted to execute computer pro-
gram modules for providing functionality described herein.
As used herein, the term “module” refers to computer
program logic used to provide the specified functionality.
Thus, a module can be implemented in hardware, firmware,
and/or software. In one embodiment, program modules are
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stored on the storage device 208, loaded into the memory
206, and executed by the processor 202.

The types of computers 200 used by the entities of FIG.
1 can vary depending upon the embodiment and the pro-
cessing power required by the entity. For example, the
eBook server 120 might include multiple blade servers
working together to provide the functionality described
herein, whereas the user device 130 might include a tablet
computer or smart phone configured to provide the func-
tionality described herein. The computers 200 can lack some
of the components described above, such as keyboards 210,
graphics adapters 212, and presents 218.

Example Architectural Overview of the eBook Module

FIG. 3 is a high-level block diagram illustrating an eBook
module 135 within a user device. Some embodiments of the
module 135 have different and/or other modules than those
described herein. Similarly, the functions can be distributed
among the modules in accordance with other embodiments
in a different manner than is described herein. As shown, the
module 135 includes an ingestion module 310, an interface
module 320, a history module 330, a communication module
340, and a data store 350.

The ingestion module 310 retrieves an eBook from the
eBook source 110 or the eBook server 120, and a user’s
navigation history for the eBook from the eBook server 120.
The eBook and navigation history are stored in the data store
350. The content of an eBook may include, for example, raw
text, formatting for raw text, images, video, audio, and
interactive content. An example of interactive content are
embedded links that allow a user to quickly navigate
between distantly located navigation positions within the
eBook. For example, an embedded link may allow for
jumping between body text and a footnote, or from one page
of the book to another distantly located page within the
eBook.

The content of an eBook is usually organized in some
manner. This may be as simple as a page numbering scheme
where each page of eBook content includes some amount of
content. Other organizational schemes for organizing por-
tions of the eBook are also possible, for example by word
location, section, by chapter, etc. Each portion of an eBook
(e.g., each item of content within the eBook) occurs at a
particular navigation position within the eBook.

The interface module 320 both presents the content of
eBook on the user device 130, and also provides an interface
that allows a user to navigate to different navigation posi-
tions within the eBook. The interface provides a number of
different input options to a user, and responds responsive to
receiving inputs (or actions) from the user. Examples of
actions include adjusting the presentation of the eBook (e.g.,
zoom state, font, etc.) A number of input options/actions
correspond to navigation within the eBook. Navigation
actions cause the interface to navigate to a different navi-
gation position in the eBook and present the corresponding
portion of the eBook. Examples of navigation actions
include scrolling, presenting the next page, presenting the
previous page, and interactions with embedded links that
jump to a particular navigation position within the eBook.
Some navigation actions involve multiple inputs from the
user. One example includes presenting a table of contents
and then navigating to the navigation position a selected one
of the entries in the table of contents. Another example
includes receiving a search query, presenting a set of search
results matching the search query, and navigating to a
navigation position of a selected one of the search results.

The history module 330 generates a navigation history
that provides another mechanism for navigating within the
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eBook. The navigation history generated by the history
module 330 represents a list of navigation positions within
the eBook that the user has previously navigated to using the
interface. The history module 330 provides the navigation
history to the interface module 330 for inclusion in the
interface. For example, the interface module 320 may pres-
ent the navigation history, receive a selection action from a
user regarding one of the navigation positions in the navi-
gation history, and then subsequently navigate to and present
the portion of the eBook corresponding to the selected
navigation position.

The history module 330 generates the navigation history
by logging navigation positions from actions received by the
interface module 330 through the interface. The navigation
history is stored as a list in data store 350. Each entry in the
navigation history describes the navigation position that was
navigated to in response to a received action. The navigation
history may store the navigation position, the navigation
action, or both. Further, the history module 330 may also
store additional information. This information includes the
time and/or date the navigation action took place, and the
number of times a particular navigation position has been
accessed. Other statistics may also be derived and stored
based on this information, such as a frequency of access of
a particular navigation position. This additional information
is stored in the data store 350 as part of the navigation
history.

The history module 330 filters received navigation actions
to determine a filtered list of received navigation actions are
stored as part of the navigation history in the data store 350.
How navigation actions are filtered may vary by implemen-
tation. In one embodiment, the history module 330 applies
filtering criteria to the navigation actions so that only
particular types of navigation actions contribute navigation
positions to the navigation history. The filtering criteria may
include filtering out (i.e., remove and not store) particular
types of navigation actions, and filtering out navigation
actions based on the magnitude of the position change
within the eBook from the user’s current reading position.
The history module 330 may use different and/or additional
filtering criteria in other embodiments.

For filtering criteria based on the type of navigation
action, the filtering criteria may remove previous page, next
page, and scroll actions so that they are not stored in the
navigation history because the user often performs such
actions while reading the eBook at a normal pace. The
filtering criteria may pass (i.e., store) some types of navi-
gation actions because the user does not often perform such
actions while reading the eBook at a normal pace, and/or
because such actions access content related to the current
reading position that the user may wish to return to in the
future. Examples of actions that may be stored include
embedded link actions, table of contents actions, query
actions, and navigation history actions.

For filtering criteria based on the distance between the
user’s current reading position and the navigated-to position
in the eBook, the filtering criteria cause the history module
330 to pass (i.e., store) navigation actions that navigate to
navigation positions a threshold distance away within the
eBook from the user’s current reading position. In one
embodiment, this threshold distance is based on the amount
of text on a page of the eBook displayed by the user device
130. Thus, history module 330 determines the distance
between the current reading position and the navigated-to
position, compares the distance to the threshold, and stores
the navigation action if the distance exceeds the threshold.
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The history module 330 may also store the current reading
position prior to a navigation action as a separate entry in the
navigation history. Storing the current reading position prior
to navigation is useful in assisting the user in getting back to
a position that may not otherwise be listed in the navigation
history. For example, if the user rapidly scrolls through 10
pages to reach a particular page, then interacts with a link
that navigates the user to another position, the user’s reading
position prior to these navigation actions may get lost.
Storing the current reading position in the navigation list
prior to these navigations provides a convenient way for the
reader to return to the current reading position.

The history module 330 may rank the navigation positions
in the navigation history. The ranking affects the order in
which the entries in the navigation history are presented to
the user by the interface. In one embodiment, the ranking is
based on the relative importance and/or usefulness of the
navigation positions. The ranking may be performed using
one or more ranking criteria, examples of which include
recency of access and frequency of access. When the history
module 330 ranks by recency of access/navigation, more
recently accessed navigation positions appear before less
recently accessed navigation positions, or vice versa. When
the history module 330 ranks by frequency of access, more
frequently accessed navigation positions appear before less
frequently accessed navigation positions, or vice versa. The
ranking may also be combination ranking that takes into
account both recency and frequency of access and/or other
criteria. In one embodiment, the eBook module 135 includes
user configurable preferences for determining the ranking
used in presenting the navigation history.

The navigation history may be cumulative over multiple
reading sessions, or reset and created separately for each
reading session. A separate navigation history is stored for
each eBook and each user in one embodiment. As the history
module 330 logs the actions and their associated navigation
positions responsive to their receipt at the interface, the
resulting logging occurs automatically. No separate input is
required to generate the navigation history. Thus, the navi-
gation history avoids the problem of bookmarks which
require separate affirmative action by the user prior to
navigation away from a navigation position in order to be
effective.

The communication module 340 is an externally facing
module configured to communicate navigation histories
with the eBook server 120. Thus, the communication mod-
ule 340 may provide navigation histories generated on the
user device 130 to the eBook server 120. The communica-
tion module 340 may also receive navigation histories
generated on the user device 130 or other devices from the
eBook server 120.

Overview of Methodology for the eBook Module and User
Device

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram illustrating a process 400 for
providing a navigation history, according to one embodi-
ment of the invention. Other embodiments can perform the
steps of the process 400 in different orders. Moreover, other
embodiments can include different and/or additional steps
than those described herein.

In step 410, the user device 130 receives actions through
the interface to navigation to positions within the eBook. In
step 420, the user device 130 filters the received actions to
determine which navigation positions are stored in a navi-
gation history. In step 430, the actions and corresponding
navigation positions that pass the filtering are stored in a
navigation history. The navigation positions in the naviga-
tion history are ranked using ranking criteria such as recency
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and frequency of access. In step 440, the user device 130
presents the navigation history to the user. In step 450, the
user device 130 receives a request to navigate to a selected
one of the navigation positions in the navigation history. In
step 460, the user device 130 presents a portion of the eBook
corresponding to the selected navigation position.

Some portions of the above description describe the
embodiments in terms of algorithmic processes or opera-
tions. These algorithmic descriptions and representations are
commonly used by those skilled in the data processing arts
to convey the substance of their work effectively to others
skilled in the art. These operations, while described func-
tionally, computationally, or logically, are understood to be
implemented by computer programs comprising instructions
for execution by a processor or equivalent electrical circuits,
microcode, or the like. Furthermore, it has also proven
convenient at times, to refer to these arrangements of
functional operations as modules, without loss of generality.
The described operations and their associated modules may
be embodied in software, firmware, hardware, or any com-
binations thereof.

As used herein any reference to “one embodiment” or “an
embodiment” means that a particular element, feature, struc-
ture, or characteristic described in connection with the
embodiment is included in at least one embodiment. The
appearances of the phrase “in one embodiment” in various
places in the specification are not necessarily all referring to
the same embodiment.

As used herein, the terms “comprises,” “comprising,”
“includes,” “including,” “has,” “having” or any other varia-
tion thereof, are intended to cover a non-exclusive inclusion.
For example, a process, method, article, or apparatus that
comprises a list of elements is not necessarily limited to only
those elements but may include other elements not expressly
listed or inherent to such process, method, article, or appa-
ratus. Further, unless expressly stated to the contrary, “or”
refers to an inclusive or and not to an exclusive or. For
example, a condition A or B is satisfied by any one of the
following: A is true (or present) and B is false (or not
present), A is false (or not present) and B is true (or present),
and both A and B are true (or present).

In addition, use of the “a” or “an” are employed to
describe elements and components of the embodiments
herein. This is done merely for convenience and to give a
general sense of the disclosure. This description should be
read to include one or at least one and the singular also
includes the plural unless it is obvious that it is meant
otherwise.

Upon reading this disclosure, those of skill in the art will
appreciate still additional alternative structural and func-
tional designs for a system and a process for providing
dynamic pause for audio books. Thus, while particular
embodiments and applications have been illustrated and
described, it is to be understood that the present disclosure
is not limited to the precise construction and components
disclosed herein and that various modifications, changes and
variations which will be apparent to those skilled in the art
may be made in the arrangement, operation and details of the
method, system, and storage medium disclosed herein with-
out departing from the spirit and scope as defined in the
appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A computer-implemented method of navigating an
eBook on a user device, comprising:

receiving a plurality of actions regarding navigation

within the eBook, an action navigating from a current
reading position within the eBook to a corresponding
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navigation position in the eBook, wherein the current
reading position and the navigation position are asso-
ciated with different portions of content of the eBook;

filtering the received actions and the corresponding navi-
gation positions to produce a filtered list of navigation
positions, wherein the filtering comprises, for at least
one of the received actions and corresponding naviga-
tion positions:

determining a distance between the current reading posi-
tion and a navigation position corresponding to one of
the received actions in the eBook;

comparing the distance between the current reading posi-
tion and the navigation position to a threshold;

wherein the threshold is determined responsive to an
amount of text displayed on a page of the eBook by the
user device;

and storing the navigation position in the list of filtered
navigation positions responsive to the comparison with
the threshold;

storing the filtered list of navigation positions in a navi-
gation history;

presenting the navigation history to a user of the user
device;

receiving a request from the user to navigate to a selected
navigation position from the navigation history;

and presenting a portion of the eBook at the selected
navigation position to the user.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein receiving the plurality

of actions comprises:

logging navigation actions performed by the user of the
user device using an interface presented by the user
device.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein there are plurality of
eBooks on the user device, and wherein storing the filtered
list of navigation positions in the navigation history com-
prises:

storing a plurality of separate navigation histories for the
plurality of eBooks on the user device.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

sending the navigation history to an eBook server,
wherein the eBook server is adapted to store the
navigation history and provide the navigation history to
a different user device used by the user.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein presenting the navi-

gation history to a user of the user device comprises:
ranking the list of navigation positions in the navigation
in a ranked order according to at least one of: a recency
of access and a frequency of access; and

presenting the list of navigation positions in the naviga-
tion history to the user in the ranked order.

6. A computer system, comprising:

a non-transitory computer-readable storage medium com-
prising executable computer program code for navigat-
ing an eBook on a user device, the computer program
code:

receiving a plurality of actions regarding navigation
within the eBook, an action navigating from a current
reading position within the eBook to a corresponding
navigation position in the eBook, wherein the current
reading positions and the navigation position are asso-
ciated with different portions of content of the eBook;

filtering the received actions and the corresponding navi-
gation positions to produce a filtered list of navigation
positions, wherein the filtering comprises, for at least
one of the received actions and corresponding naviga-
tion positions:
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determining a distance between the current reading posi-
tion and the navigation position in the eBook;

comparing the distance between the current reading posi-
tion and the navigation position to a threshold;

wherein the threshold is determined responsive to an
amount of text displayed on a page of the eBook by the
user device;

and storing the navigation position in the list of filtered

navigation positions responsive to the comparison with
the threshold;

storing the filtered list of navigation positions in a navi-

gation history;

presenting the navigation history to a user of the user

device; receiving a request from the user to navigate to
a selected navigation position from the navigation
history; and

presenting a portion of the eBook at the selected naviga-

tion position to the user; and

a computer processor for executing the computer program

code.

7. The system of claim 6, wherein receiving the plurality
of actions comprises:

logging navigation actions performed by the user of the

user device using an interface presented by the user
device.

8. The system of claim 6, wherein there are plurality of
eBooks on the user device, and wherein storing the filtered
list of navigation positions in the navigation history com-
prises:

storing a plurality of separate navigation histories for the

plurality of eBooks on the user device.

9. The system of claim 6, the computer program code:

sending the navigation history to an eBook server,

wherein the eBook server is adapted to store the
navigation history and provide the navigation history to
a different user device used by the user.

10. The system of claim 6, wherein presenting the navi-
gation history to a user of the user device comprises:

ranking the list of navigation positions in the navigation

in a ranked order according to at least one of: a recency
of access and a frequency of access; and

presenting the list of navigation positions in the naviga-

tion history to the user in the ranked order.

11. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
storing executable computer program instructions, the com-
puter program instructions comprising instructions for:

receiving a plurality of actions regarding navigation

within the eBook, an action navigating from a current
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reading position within the eBook to a corresponding
navigation position in the eBook, wherein the current
reading position and the navigation position are asso-
ciated with different portions of content of the eBook;

filtering the received actions and the corresponding navi-
gation positions to produce a filtered list of navigation
positions, wherein the filtering comprises, for at least
one of the received actions and corresponding naviga-
tion positions:

determining a distance between the current reading posi-

tion and the navigation position in the eBook;
comparing the distance between the current reading posi-
tion and the navigation position to a threshold;
wherein the threshold is determined responsive to an
amount of text displayed on a page of the eBook by the
user device;
and storing the navigation position in the list of filtered
navigation positions responsive to the comparison with
the threshold;

storing the filtered list of navigation positions in a navi-

gation history; presenting the navigation history to a
user of the user device;

receiving a request from the user to navigate to a selected

navigation position from the navigation history; and
presenting a portion of the eBook at the selected
navigation position to the user.

12. The storage medium of claim 11, wherein there are
plurality of eBooks on the user device, and wherein storing
the filtered list of navigation positions in the navigation
history comprises:

storing a plurality of separate navigation histories for the

plurality of eBooks on the user device.

13. The storage medium of claim 11, further comprising
instructions for:

sending the navigation history to an eBook server,

wherein the eBook server is adapted to store the
navigation history and provide the navigation history to
a different user device used by the user.

14. The storage medium of claim 11, wherein presenting
the navigation history to a user of the user device comprises:

ranking the list of navigation positions in the navigation

in a ranked order according to at least one of: a recency
of access and a frequency of access; and

presenting the list of navigation positions in the naviga-

tion history to the user in the ranked order.
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